Waskington, BE 20514

Aueyst 4, 1999

Diear Conferes:

Az you go to conference oo HLR. 1501, the Consequences for Juvenile Offenders Act, we
respectfully request you advocate maintaining the FraoksPickering Children’s Interoet
Protection Amendment as adopted by the House of Representatives in the final bill text.

The Internet opens ao exeiting world of discovery ot aver 15 willion childeen every day,
with millions of other children expected soom te pain access, For these milliens of children, the
Internetiz an important educational rezcurce, providing up-to-date information on every concelvable
topic they study in school.

Elowever, this extraordinacily powerful Jeaming tool can zlzo have a dark, threatening side.
Fedophiles and other eriminals uss the Intemet to contact our children in thoze places where they
shonfd be most secues -- our schools and libranies,

The ceality 13 malerials which breed hate, violenge, porography and even perscenal danger
are always just a "chick" away from1 childven exploting the Intethet.  With onling predators
masquerading as children, frying to secretly win the eonfidence of a child and then arrange ameefing
with an unsuspecting victim, protections for our children src neccssary.  The Internet can be as
dangerous as it is informative and helpful. Comsmon senss Intomet tools which allow teachers and
librarians 1o protest cur childeen are Both necded and sensible to avoid the more than 17,040
documented Internet-sites devoted to child pomography and pedophilia

We believe every child in Amarica should have access 1o this amazing learning tosl —
provided we take sensible precautions,

The Franks/Pickering filtering amendsient simply requires scheols and libraries to select a
filtenng techneiogy, if they zccept E-Rats subsidies. Moresver, the provision leaves it up to the
local school district or library board to determine both the typs of filtering technoiogy touse and the
kinds of materials that 2re harmful to minars, This Qitenog technology -- which many parents have
already fnstalled on their home computers -- would keep materials designed only for aduits gut of
the reach of our children, a reagonable standacd of cars for cur children.



Weurge vou to help retain the House-passed languags with regard to protecting our childean
oti-lina in schonsls and libeaties, This provision will ensure our children take advantage of this
powerful learmog tool without being asssulted by materials that are not omly inappropriate, but
dangergus for cur chuldren,

Thank you for your consideration of this important request on behalf of e children, parents
and compunities.

Sincerely,




